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Borough  of  Sutton  Coldfield, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health’s  Office, 

February  11th ,  1901. 


To  the .  ThwMi  and 

A  A 


Committee. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Fifteenth 
Annual  Report  on  the  Sanitary  condition  of  the  Borough, 
and  in  order  to  render  comparison  with  previous  Reports  as 
easy  as  possible,  I  shall  adopt  the  same  general  arrangement 
and  tabular  forms. 


AREA. 


This  is  the  same  as  last  year,  viz.,  13,030  acres;  and  as 
there  has  been  no  alteration  in  Ward  boundaries,  the  area 
is  sub-divided  as  follows: — Boldmere  Ward,  1,051  acres;  Hill, 


2,907;  Maney,  848;  Trinity,  3,223  ;  Walmley,  4,242;  Wylde 
Green,  759. 


POPULATION. 


I  estimate  the  population  to  the  middle  of  1900  to  have 
been  14,517,  but  as  I  have  several  times  pointed  out,  except 
in  census  years,  the  estimation  of  the  population  must  be  open 
to  considerable  error.  It  is  impossible  in  a  town  like  Sutton 
to  make  any  calculation  of  population  from  previous  increases, 
and  the  only  method  likely  to  give  a>  fairly  accurate  result  is 
to  discover  the  number  of  inhabited  houses  in  the  year,  and 
multiply  these  by  the  average  number  of  persons  found  in 
each  house  at  the  last  census.  Mr.  Bibby,  the  Borough 
Accountant,  has  given  me  these  figures  taken  from  the  rate 
book.  He  returns  the  inhabited  houses  at  3,037.  I  find  that 
in  1891  the  average  number  of  persons  per  house  was  4.78,  so 
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that,  supposing  this  figure  to  be  still  correct,  the  population 
has  now  become  14,517.  This  shews  an  increase  of  717  on  the 
previous  year.  The  following  table  shows  the  population 
divided  among  the  six  Wards:  — 


WARDS. 

Area  ip 
Acres. 

Population. 

Boldmere  Ward 

1,051 

3,418 

Hill  Ward 

2,907 

2,23S 

Maney  Ward 

848 

3,088 

Trinity  Ward 

3,223 

2,533 

Walmley  Ward 

4,242 

1,343 

Wylde  Green  Ward 

756 

1,897 

13,030 

14,517 

BIRTHS. 

322  births  have  been  registered  during  the  year — 167 
males  and  155  females.  This  is  twelve  more  than  last  year. 
Calculated  on  the  estimated  population  the  birth-rate  is  22.18 
per  1,000,  as  compared  with  22.46  for  last  year.  This  is  still 
considerably  below  the  average  of  the  country  at  large,  and  of 
the  other  towns  and  districts  in  the  county  of  Warwick ;  the 
rate  in  which  for  1899  (the  last  year  for  which  statistics  are  as 
yet  available)  was  27.98. 

Nine  births  were  registered  as  illegitimate,  as  against  six 
in  the  previous  year. 


DEATHS. 

During  the  year  168  deaths — 76  males  and  92  femalos — 
have  been  registered  in  the  Borough,  and  it  is  a  curious  fact 
that  the  number  is  identical  with  that  of  the  previous  year. 
Calculated  on  the  estimated  population,  the  death-rate  is  11.57, 
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and  is  the  lowest  registered  since  1895,  and  much  below  the 
average  of  the  la.st>  10  years,  which  is  13.7. 

The  following  table  shows  the  Birth,  Death,  and  Zymotic 
rates  for  the  past  ten  years:  — 


1891. 

1892. 

1893. 

1894. 

1895. 

1896. 

1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

1900 

Birth-Rate  .. 

25-25 

21  -22 

24-28 

20-00 

19-90 

19-53 

19-15 

17-35 

22-46 

22-18 

Death-Rate... 

18-60 

13-4 

15  7 

11-50 

11.04 

13-50 

11-59 

11-64 

12-18 

11-57 

Zymotic  Death-Rate 

2-59 

0-22 

2-19 

0-6 

0-57 

2-35 

0-77 

0-95 

0-6 

0-75 

The  birth-rate  is  almost  the  same  as  in  1899.  The  death- 
rate,  is,  as  I  have  remarked  above,  wonderfully  low,  while  the 
zymotic  death-rate  is  considerably  below  the  average  and  is 
very  low  compared  with  neighbouring  districts. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  Phthisis  was  nine,  compared 
with  seven  and  eleven  in  the  two  preceding  years. 

In  the  following  table  are  shows  the  Birth,  Death,  and 
Zymotic  rates  for  the  separate  Wards  of  the  Borough  :  — 


WARDS. 

Population. 

Birth 

Rate. 

Death 

Rate. 

Zymotic 
Death  Rate. 

Boldmere 

3,418 

28-08 

12-28 

1.46 

Hill  . 

2,238 

20-55 

10-27 

nil 

Maney 

3,088 

25-58 

9-06 

0-32 

Trinity  . 

2,533 

14-21 

9.86 

nil 

Walmley  ... 

1,343 

22-33 

13-40 

1-48 

Wylde  Green 

1,897 

18-45 

16-86 

1-58 

These  figures  show  the  birth-rate  to  be  highest  in  Maney 
and  lowest  in  Trinity  Wards. 
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The  death-rate  was  lowest  in  Maney  and  Trinity  Wards, 
and  this  is  rather  peculiar,  as  they  are  the  central  Wards  of 
the  town.  It  was  highest  in  Wylde  Green,  but  the  mortality 
was  not  due  to  any  particular  cause.  The  zymotic  death-rate 
was  again,  for  the  third  consecutive  year,  nil  in  the  Hill  Ward, 
while  in  every  Ward  it  was  below  the  average  of  England  and 
Wales. 


INFANT  MORTALITY. 


Of  the  168  deaths  30  were  in  children  under  one  year  of 
age,  and  12  in  children  between  one  and  five  years.  It  is 
interesting  that  the  number  of  infantile  deaths  was  exactly 
the  same  as  last  year,  and  as  the  number  of  births  was  rather 
higher,  the  rate  of  infant  mortality  per  1,000  births  is  even 
more  satisfactory  than  in  1899. 

The  following  table  shews  at  a  glance  the  rates  of  infant 
mortality  :  — 


Annual  Rate 
of 

Mortality. 

Percentage  of 
Deaths  of 
Infants  under 
One  Year 
to 

Total  Deaths. 

Percentage  of 
Deaths  of 
Children  under 
Five  Years 
to 

Total  Deaths. 

Percentage  of 
Deaths  of 
Infants  under 
One  Year 
to 

Registered 

Births. 

11-57 

17-8 

25-0 

9-3 

The  causes  of  deaths  in  children  under  one  year  were  as 
follows: — Whooping  Cough  2,  Pneumonia  4,  Teething  2, 
Marasmus  4,  Gastro  Enteritis  4,  Tubercular  Meningitis  1, 
Immaturity  3,  Bronchitis  1,  Convulsions  2,  Diarrhoea  3, 
Tuberculosis  1,  Jaundice  1,  Suffocation  1,  Atalectasis  1. 
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The  next  table  shows  the  distribution  of  births  and  deaths 
in  each  quarter:  — 


190J. 

Births. 

Birth 

Rate. 

Deaths. 

Death 

Rate. 

Zymotic 
Death  Rate. 

1st  Quarter  ... 

74 

20-36 

52 

14-32 

0-80 

2nd  ,,  . 

87 

23-96 

44 

12-12 

0-80 

3rd  ,, 

91 

25-04 

42 

11-56 

1-08 

4th  ,,  . 

70 

19-28 

30 

8-24 

0-24 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  birth-rate  was  lowest  in  the  fourth 
quarter  and  highest  in  the  third.  The  death-rate  was  lowest 
in  the  last  quarter,  and  this  may  be  ascribed  to  the  mildness 
of  the  weather  and  also  to  the  fact  that  there  was  practically 
no  mortality  from  zymotic  disease. 

No  less  than  35.7  per  cent,  of  all  the  mortality  was  in 
persons  aged  65  and  upwards,  and,  what  is  more  remarkable, 
this  is  the  same  percentage  exactly  as  in  1899. 

ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

Only  11  deaths  have  been  registered  from  the  seven 
principal  zymotic  diseases,  namely :  Whooping  Cough  5, 
Measles  1,  Diphtheria  1,  Membranous  Croup  1,  and  Diarrhoea  3. 

This  is  a  very  satisfactory  record,  as  it  makes  the  fourth 
year  which  has  been  remarkably  free  from  zymotic  disease 
mortality. 

Epidemics.- —In  the  real  sense  of  the  word,  not  a  single 
disease  has  been  epidemic  during  the  year,  though  Whooping 
Cough  was  prevalent  for  a  time,  and  a  few  cases  of  Measles 
existed,  particularly  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Boldmere.  I  did 
not,  however,  deem  it  necessary  to  advise  any  proceedings  in 
the  way  of  school  closure. 
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Small  Pox. — No  cases  of  Small  pox  have  been  notified 
during  the  year. 

Scarlet  Fever. — I  am  again  pleased  to  be  able  to  report 
that  very  few  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  have  occurred  in  the 
Borough,  and  that  not  a  single  death  from  it  has  been  regis¬ 
tered.  Altogether  28  cases  have  been  notified,  and  although 
this  is  higher  than  the  number  for  the  preceding  year,  looking 
at  the  increase  of  population  and  the  fact  that  in  the  latter  part 
of  the  year,  at  all  events,  the  disease  was  very  common  in 
Birmingham  and  Aston,  this  record  may  be  considered  highly 
satisfactory ;  and  when,  moreover,  I  state  than  no  less  than 
eight  of  them  occurred  in  the  Princess  Alice  Orphanage  among 
inmates  (to  whom  the  infection  was  carried  by  a  visitor),  it  is 
still  more  satisfactory. 

Measles. — Only  one  death  has  been  registered  from  this 
disease,  and  comparatively  few  cases  were  reported. 

Whooping  Cough. — This  disease  appears  to  have  been 
somewhat  prevalent  in  Boldmere  and  Maney,  as  5  deaths  were 
registered  from  it  altogether  in  the  Borough.  As  I  have 
before  remarked,  it  is  almost  entirely  a  fatal  disease  of  infants, 
and  one  (though  it  raises  the  rate  of  zymotic  mortality)  over 
which  sanitary  authorities  have  little  control. 

Diphtheria. — Ten  cases  of  this  disease  have  been  notified, 
a  number  rather  larger  than  in  1899,  but  less  than  half  the 
number  of  those  notified  in  1898.  Two  of  these  cases  proved 
fatal,  one  in  Walmley  and  one  in  \Vylde  Green  Ward.  The 
one  at  Walmley  was  registered  as  being  due  to  Membranous 
Croup,  but  it  is  now  acknowledged  that  this  is  practically  the 
same  disease  as  Diphtheria.  The  case  in  Wylde  Green  Ward 
was  imported  from  the  outside.  The  one  in  AValmley  Ward, 
which  occurred  at  the  very  edge  of  the  Borough,  in  Bull  s  Lane, 
was  associated  with  an  overcrowded  cottage,  and  as  a  result 
many  alterations  were  effected,  including  the  knocking  of  two 
small  cottages  into  one,  thereby  giving  a  great  increase  in 
cubic  space.  All  the  other  cases  occurred  in  Hill  Ward  in  one 
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house  on  the  confines  of  the  Borough.  The  main  point 
observable  in  the  state  of  the  premises  and  its  surroundings 
being  that,  owing  to  the  house  being  very  low  lying,  it  is 
particularly  damp.  I  analysed  a  sample  of  the  water,  and 
found  it  to  be  fairly  satisfactory. 

Typhoid  Fever. — In  1899  we  had  only  4  cases  of  this 
disease  notified,  and  in  1900  our  record  was  still  further 
improved,  only  two  cases  being  reported.  These  occurred 
respectively  in  Boldmere  and  Maney;  neither  of  them  proved 
fatal.  Moreover,  both  of  them  were  undoubtedly  imported 
from  abroad,  so  that  we  may  consider  that  during  the  year 
we  did  not  really  have  a  single  case  of  Typhoid  Fever  due 
any  conditions  belonging  to  the  Borough.  I  have  before 
pointed  out,  but  perhaps  it  is  worthy  of  repetition,  that 
Typhoid  Fever  is  the  best  single  index  of  the  sanitary  condition 
of  the  district.  No  other  disease  is  so  associated  with  insanitary 
conditions  as  Typhoid,  and,  therefore,  the  fact  that  for  two 
years  in  succession  no  case  has  arisen  within  our  own  boun¬ 
daries  is  a  proof  of  the  excellent  sanitary  condition  of  the 
Borough. 

Diarrhoea. — Our  record  in  the  Borough  is  generally  a  good 
one  as  regards  Diarrhoea,  and  this  year  it  is  satisfactory ;  only 
three  deaths — all  in  infants — were  registered,  which  may  be 
considered  satisfactory,  having  regard  to  the  number  of  deaths 
reported  elsewhere. 

Influenza. — No  less  than  eight  deaths  were  registered  as 
due  to  this  disease,  compared  with  2  in  the  previous  year,  and 
in  addition  to  these  8,  36  deaths  from  other  diseases  of  the 
respiratory  organs  were  registered.  This  is  a  larger  number  than 
in  the  two  previous  years,  when  the  figures  were  respectively  30 
and  19. 

I  have  before  remarked  that  certain  parts  of  Sutton  appear 
particularly  prone  to  suffer  from  diseases  of  the  respiratory 
organs,  and  I  note  this  year  that  the  most  exposed  part  of  the 
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town,  namely,  Boldmere,  is  the  one  which  has  suffered  most, 
no  less  than  two  of  the  deaths  from  Influenza  and  13  of  the 
deaths  from  diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs  having  been 
registered  in  this  Ward. 

Phthisis. — The  number  of  deaths  registered  from  Phthisis 
was  9,  exactly  the  mean  of  the  two  previous  years,  when  7  and 
11  were  registered  respectively. 

SANITARY  CONDITION  AT  THE  END  OF  THE  YEAR. 

With  the  exception  of  three  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  in 
Boldmere  Ward,  there  was  no  infectious  disease  existing  in  the 
Borough  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  as  much  excellent  work 
has  been  done  and  is  in  progress  in  the  way  of  improving  the 
sanitary  condition  of  the  Borough,  we  may  consider  that  pro¬ 
gress  has  been  made  in  improving  its  condition. 

AN  ACCOUNT  OF  ENQUIRIES  MADE  AS  TO  CONDITIONS  INJURIOUS  TO 

HEALTH,  AND  OF  THE  PROCEEDINGS  ADVISED  ;  ALSO  AN  ACCOUNT 

OF  THE  SUPERVISION  EXERCISED  OVER  PLACES  AND  HOUSES  WHICH 

THE  SANITARY  AUTHORITY  HAVE  POWER  TO  REGULATE,  WITH  THE 

ACTION  TAKEN  IN  REGARD  TO  OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

As  in  past  years,  the  Borough  has  been  regularly  inspected 
for  the  purpose  of  discovering  nuisances  or  causes  of  complaint, 
and  in  this  way  many  defects  have  been  brought  to  light  and 
remedied. 

NOTIFICATION. 

The  total  number  of  cases  notified  during  the  year  was  55, 
the  cases  being  as  follows: — Diphtheria  10,  Membranous 
Croup  2,  Scarlet  Fever  28,  Typhoid  Fever  2,  and  Erysipelas  13. 
The  cost  of  notification,  therefore,  was  £6  5s.  6d. 

ISOLATION. 

I  have  only  found  it  necessary  to  remove  9  cases,  exactly 
the  same  number  as  in  1897.  These  were  all  Scarlet  Fever. 
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I  should  add,  however,  that  8  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  which 
occurred  in  the  Princess  Alice  Orphanage  were  isolated  in 
their  own  special  block. 

DISINFECTION. 

The  Inspector’s  Report  shows  that  he  disinfected  18  houses, 
and  also  sent  18  lots  of  infected  bedding  and  clothing  to  the 
disinfecting  station  at  Aston.  He  also,  after  the  removal  of 
the  patients,  disinfected  the  isolation  rooms  which  had  been 
used  at  the  Princess  Alice  Orphanage. 

SCHOOLS. 

For  the  second  year  in  succession  I  have  not  thought  it 
desirable  or  necessary  to  order  the  closing  of  any  of  the 
elementary  schools  on  account  of  the  prevalence  of  infectious 
disease,  but  I  understand  that  the  Boldmere  School  was  closed 
voluntarily  for  a  period,  owing  to  the  presence  of  Measles 
among  some  of  the  children  attending. 

SEWAGE  AND  REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Clarry,  the  Borough  Surveyor,  for 
the  following  particulars  of  work  done  in  his  department.  Mr. 
Clarry  says  :  — 

“  The  new  sewers  mentioned  by  me  last  year  as  pro¬ 
ceeding  have  now  been  completed.  These  were  in  White- 
house  Common  Road,  Withy  Hill  Road,  and  Coles  Lane. 
In  addition  to  these  a  new  sewer  has  been  laid  along  Green 
Lanes  and  Little  Green  Lanes  from  Chester  Road  to  the 
Birmingham  Road.  All  the  houses  connected  have  been 
disconnected  from  the  old  sewers  and  relaid  to  the  new 
one,  the  old  sewer  forming  the  surface  water  drain. 
Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Erdington 
District  Council  for  the  drainage  of  the  Chester 
Road  district,  including  Hunter’s  Place,  through  their 
outfall  sewer.  The  sewer  along  Goosemoor  Lane  has  been 
laid,  and  the  contractor  for  the  remaining  sewers  is  now 
ready  to  proceed  with  the  work. 
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“  Plans  and  sections  have  been  prepared  for  the 
drainage  of  Little  Sutton  and  Mere  Green,  the  outfall 
sewer  being  taken  along  the  valley  by  the  side  of  the 
London  and  North  Western  Pailway,  which  will  enable 
the  houses  in  Boswell  Poad  and  Tamworth  Poad  to  be 
properly  drained.  Also  the  sewage  from  the  Hill  district 
to  be  diverted  from  the  syphon  under  the  railway  near 

■J  -L  J 

Four  Oaks  Station. 

“  129  new  connections  have  been  made  to  the  public 
sewers  for  the  drainage  of  250  houses  and  other  buildings, 
no  less  than  285  w.c.’s  having  been  connected.” 

Throughout  the  year  improvement  lias  taken  place  in  the 
department  of  public  scavenging,  due  to  the  fact  that  on 
application  from  a  householder,  refuse  will  be  removed  from 
any  part  of  the  Borough  on  payment  of  the  prescribed  sum. 
I  am  informed  by  the  Inspector  that  337  ashpits  have  been 
emptied.  It  will  be  seen  by  this,  however,  that  comparatively 
few  people  avail  themselves  of  the  facilities  offered,  the  great 
bulk  of  the  inhabitants  preferring  to  make  terms  with  other 
people  for  the  removal  of  their  waste.  I  cannot  consider  this 
wholly  satisfactory,  as  there  is  a  tendency  for  people  under 
such  circumstances  to  allow  accumulations  to  form  before 
removal  takes  place,  and  it  is  now  acknowledged  that  improve¬ 
ment  in  scavenging  and  consequentially  increased  cleanliness 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  dwellings  is  one  of  the  most,  if  not 
the  most  important  sanitary  requirement. 

I  regret  that  there  still  remain  in  the  Borough  many 
privy  middens,  and  that  comparatively  few  (viz.,  36)  have 
during  the  year  been  converted  into  water  closets.  In  the 
perfectly  rural  districts,  this  is  not  so  serious  a  matter,  but 
in  and  near  the  centre  of  the  town  I  am  of  opinion  that  a 
privy  midden  is  a  sanitary  abomination,  tending  to  prejudice 
vitality  and  to  lower  the  tone  of  health. 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 

I  have  analysed  11  samples  of  water  during  the  year,  six 
supplied  by  the  South  Staffordshire  Water  Company,  and  five 
from  private  wells.  The  public  supply  I  found  to  be  of  good 
quality  on  all  occasions,  and  of  the  five  samples  of  well  water 
two  showed  marked  evidence  of  pollution  with  organic  matter, 
and  I  condemned  them  as  unfit  for  use  for  drinking  purposes. 

There  have  been  several  small  extensions  of  the  water 
mains,  particularly  in  Walmley  and  Trinity  Wards,  where  owing 
to  new  building  operations  a  supply  of  water  had  become 
necessary. 

OVERCROWDING. 

One  case  came  to  the  notice  of  the  Inspector.  I  visited 
the  place  with  him,  and  such  measures  were  taken  as  were 
necessary  to  abate  the  nuisance. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

The  Inspector  reports  that  he  has  made  150  visits  to  the 
slaughter  houses  of  the  Borough,  and  reports  that  he  found 
them  clean  and  in  a  sanitary  condition.  One  new  slaughter 
house  has  been  erected. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

As  last  year,  the  only  business  of  this  kind  carried  on  in 
the  Borough  is  that  of  a  tripe  boiler  in  Maney  Ward,  and  this 
business  has  been  carried  on  during'  the  year  without  nuisance. 
An  application  was  made  for  a  licence  for  a  similar  place  in 
Coles  Lane,  and,  subject  to  certain  alterations  of  the  plans 
submitted,  this  was  granted. 

DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 

The  Inspector  reports  having  made  20  visits  to  Dairies 
and  Cowsheds,  and  in  all  cases  he  found  them  satisfactory  with 
one  exception. 
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ADULTERATION  OF  FOOD. 

Owing  to  the  County  Council  having  undertaken  the 
purchase  of  samples  of  food  and  drugs  under  the  Sale  of  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  by  their  own  Inspector,  no  samples  have  this 
year  Keen  taken  for  analysis  by  the  Borough  Authorities. 

NEW  STREETS  AND  BUILDINGS. 

Mr.  Clarry,  the  Borough  Surveyor,  has  forwarded  me  the 
following  particulars  :  — 

“  During  the  year  plans  were  approved  for  the  erection 
of  329  new  houses,  18  alterations  to  houses,  1  Sunday 
School,  2  billiard  rooms,  13  stables  and  coach-houses,  1 
slaughter  house,  3  bakehouses,  and  24  alterations  and 
additions,  making  a  total  number  of  new  buildings 
approved  of  391,  being  14  less  than  last  year.  Plans  for 
two  new  streets  have  also  been  approved. 

“New  stabling,  workshops,  stores  and  cart-sheds  for 
the  Highway  Department  have  been  completed;  also  a 
new  Mortuary  at  the  back  of  the  Police  Station  has  been 
built  and  fitted  with  the  necessary  fittings. 

In  connection  with  this,  I  am  pleased  to  find  that  the 
Borough  is  now  well  equipped  with  a  mortuary,  so  that  there 
need  be  no  difficulty  in  removing  bodies,  infectious  or  other¬ 
wise,  when  necessity  arises. 

VACCINATION. 

Last  year  I  had  to  call  attention  to  the  deficiency  in  this 
department.  I  am,  therefore,  the  more  pleased  to  be  able  to  state 
that  there  has  been  a  marked  improvement  during  the  present 
year.  In  1899  139  children  born  remained  unvaccinated  at 
the  date  of  the  returns,  but  last  year  only  86  cases  remained 
unvaccinated,  and  many  of  these  had  not  reached  that  age 
when  vaccination  must  be  performed.  I  am  glad  to  note  that 
only  one  certificate  of  conscientious  objection  has  been  applied 
for. 
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METEOROLOGY. 

Mr.  Clarry  has  again  forwarded  me  the  usual  table  of 
Meteorological  Returns,  which  I  am  pleased  to  see  is  this 
year  quite  complete. 

The  salient  points  to  be  noted  are  that  the  rainfall  was 
nearly  5  inches  more  than  in  the  previous  year,  the  number  of 
rainy  days  also  being  35  in  excess  of  that  year.  The  mean  tem¬ 
perature  for  the  year  in  each  case  was  the  same.  The  sunshine 
records  cannot  be  compared,  as  the  instrument  was  out  of 
order  in  the  first  five  months  of  1899,  but  in  the  latter  half  of 
the  year  it  will  be  observed  that  there  was  in  1900,  compared 
with  1899,  a  marked  deficiency.  This  was  particularly  in 
evidence  in  August,  when  only  153  hours  36  minutes  were 
registered,  while  in  the  August  of  1899,  245  hours  12  minutes 
were  recorded.  These  meteorological  conditions,  though  less 
pleasant  than  in  the  previous  year,  were  more  conducive  to 
health,  as  there  was  less  intense  solar  heat,  and  the  air  and 
ground  were  better  washed  and  cleansed  by  the  increased 
rainfall. 

GENERAL  SANITARY  WORK. 

Full  details  of  this  appear  in  Table  YI.  of  the  Appendix, 
and  I  am  pleased  to  state  that  the  Inspector  has  performed 
the  many  duties  devolving  upon  him  to  my  satisfaction. 

CONCLUSION. 

This  report  I  consider  again  records  an  advance  in  the 
sanitary  condition  of  the  Borough.  There  has  been  but  little 
infectious  disease,  and  there  has  been  comparatively  little 
mortality  from  zymotic  disease.  In  fact,  for  the  third  year  we 
have  had  no  mortality  either  from  Typhoid  Fever  or  Scarlet 
Fever,  while  the  only  disease  that  has  caused  any  marked 
mortality  is  Whooping  Cough. 
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The  intention  to  sewer  certain  parts  of  the  Borough, 
notably  Mere  Green  and  Little  Sutton,  and  also  that  part  of 
Boldmere  including  Hunter’s  Place,  shews  that  your  Com¬ 
mittee  are  fully  aware  of  the  responsibility  incurred  by  the 
large  increase  in  the  population  of  the  Borough,  and,  while 
congratulating  you  on  the  success  which  has  hitherto  attended 
your  efforts,  I  beg  again  to  thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  the 
rest  of  the  Committee  for  the  courtesy  and  consideration  you 
have  again  extended  to  me. 

I  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  BOSTOCK  HILL,  M.D.,  D.P.H.  (Camb.), 

Medical  Officer  of  Health . 
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TABLE  V. 

WATER  :  RESULTS  OP  ANALYSIS  EXPRESSED  IN  PARTS  PER  100-000. 
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TABLE  VI. 


Summary  of  Sanitary  Work  done  in  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances 
Department  during  the  year  1900. 


Description  of  Work  Performed. 
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and 

Schools. 
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Cow  Sheds 
Bakehouses 
Slaughter  houses . . . 


House  Drainage 


Canal  Boats 
Ashpits  and  Privies 
Deposits  of  Refuse 
Water-Closets 
'Defective  Traps  ... 
No  Disconnection 
Other  Faults 
Water  Supply 
Pigsties  ... 

Animals  improperly 
Offensive  Trades... 
Smoke  Nuisances 
Other  Nuisances... 


anc 


Manui 


kept 


Totals 


Inspections  and 

Observations  made. 

Formal  Notices 

by  Authority. 

Nuisances  Abated 

after  Notice. 

70 

29 

26 

•  •  • 

39 

39 

5 

1 

1 

9 

20 

38 

150 

520 

20 

20 

10 

4 

4 

21 

8 

8 

24 

12 

12 

46 

23 

23 

10 

3 

3 

•  •  • 

4 

4 

2 

1 

1 

15 

1 

1 

6 

3 

3 

951 

148 

145 

23 


TABLE  YI. — Continued. 


Description  of  Work  Performed. 


Nos. 


Seizures  of  unwholesome  Food 


Samples  of  Food  taken  for  Analysis  ... 


> ) 


) } 


?  > 


)  f 


found  Adulterated  ... 


of  Water  taken  for  Analysis  ... 

condemned  as  unfit  for  use 


J  5 


Note. — Where  an  inspection  or  notice  embraces  more  than  one  defect, 
it  may  be  enumerated  separately  as  regards  each  suoh  defect. 


Precautions  against  Infectious  Disease. 


Lots  of  Infected  Bedding  Stoved  or  Destroyed 
Houses  Disinfected  after  Infections  Disease  ... 


Schools 


y  > 


n 


y  y 


Prosecutions  for  not  Notifying  Existence  of  Infectious  Disease 
Convictions  ,,  ,,  ,, 


>  > 


Prosecutions  for  Exposure  of  Infected  Persons  or  Things  ... 
Convictions 


>  f 


} ) 


11 

2 


18 


18 


F.  MERRIFIELD, 

Inspector  of  Nuisances. 
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TABLE  VIII. 

Shewing  Streets  in  the  Borough  in  which  Cases  of  Infectious 

Disease  have  been  notified. 


Ward  and  Street. 

Small  Pox. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Typhoid  Fever. 

Erysipelas. 

Croup. 

Boldmere — 

Highbridge  Road 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Gravelly  Lane  ... 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Boldmere  Road 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Jockey  Road  ... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Station  Road  ... 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Princess  Alice  Orphanage 

— 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Chester  Road  ... 

- — - 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Marsden  Road... 

— 

1 

* 

' 

" 

— 

Hill — 

Mere  Green 

— - 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Butchers’  Lane 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Spring  Hill  Farm 

7 

" 

Maney — 

Duke  Street 

2 

Clifton  Road  ... 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Manor  Road  ... 

— 

2 

— 

— _ 

— 

— 

Newhall  Street 

— 

i 

JL 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Avenue  Road  ... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Lower  Queen  Street 
Bishops’  Road  ... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Maney  Hill  Road 

1 

26 


TABLE  VIII.— Continued. 


Ward  and  Street. 

Small  Pox. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Typhoid  Fever. 

Erysipelas. 

Croup. 

Trinity — 

Lichfield  Road... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Upper  Clifton  Road  ... 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Walmley — 

Walmley  Ash  Road 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Bulls’  Lane 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Middleton  Road 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Wylde  Green — 

Eastern  Road  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Vesey  Road 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Highbridge  Road 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Green  Lanes  ... 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Station  Road  .. 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Birmingham  Road 

1 

TABLE  IX. 

METEOROLOGICAL  OBSERVATIONS  TAKEN  AT  THE  PARK  LODGE  AND  TOWN  HALL,  SUTTON  COLDFIELD, 
DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31st,  1900,  BY  THE  PARK  FORESTER,  (Me.  HY.  IPARLOND). 

Lat.  52  deg.  33  mi.  22  sec.  Long.  1  deg.  49  mi.  42  sec. 

Height  of  Rain  Gauge  above  Sea  Level,  370*5  feet. 


1 

MONTH. 

RAINFALL. 

BAROMETER. 

THERMOMETER. 

SUNSHINE. 

MONTH 

• 

Greatest  fall  in 

24  hours. 

Highest  Corrected 
Readings. 

Lowest  Corrected 

Readings. 

In  Shade. 

Highest  Readings 

in  Sun. 

Lowest  Readings 

on  Grass. 

Total  Depth 
in  inches. 

Number  of  days 
on  which  Rain  fe 

Highest 

Readings. 

Lowest 

Readings. 

Mean 

Temperature 

for  the  Month. 

Depth. 

Date. 

Inches. 

> 

Date. 

Inches. 

Date. 

Degrees. 

Date. 

Degrees. 

Date. 

Degrees. 

Degrees. 

Date. 

Degrees. 

Date. 

Hours. 

Mins. 

January 

3*485 

22 

*770 

6th 

30-438 

12th 

29-250 

3rd 

53-0 

24th 

25-5 

11th 

37*6 

80-0 

26th 

K-< 

cc 

21st 

27 

54 

January 

February .... 

4-470 

19 

•780 

26th 

29-856 

3rd 

28-553 

19  th 

63-3 

23rd 

3-5 

12th 

33-9 

91-3 

20th 

—•02 

12th 

58 

35 

F  ebruary 

March . 

0-670 

9 

T90 

21st 

30  530 

14  th 

29-370 

19th 

53  6 

11th 

22*6 

18th 

36-1 

100-5 

21st 

18-4 

18th 

90 

00 

March 

April . 

0-835 

16 

•260 

3rd 

30-552 

19th 

29-608 

5th 

73-0 

22nd 

20-0 

3rd 

46-1 

118-2 

21st 

18*5 

1st 

155 

29 

April 

May . : . 

1-610 

11 

•530 

8th 

30*365 

30th 

29-490 

23rd 

63  0 

27  th 

28-2 

17th 

49*8 

122-3 

19th 

22-0 

17  th 

160 

36 

May 

June . 

2-515 

18 

•570 

11th 

30-358 

1st 

29-539 

25th 

79-0 

1  th 

37*6 

6th 

57-2 

128-3 

11th 

33-3 

16  th 

181 

51 

June 

July . 

2-440 

14 

•680 

29th 

30-239 

18  th 

•  29-650 

3rd 

86-5 

26  th 

40-7 

4th 

6D3 

132-6 

24th 

37  6 

4th 

242 

00 

J  uly 

August . 

3-410 

17 

•650 

23rd 

30-470 

14th 

29-124 

7th 

81-5 

1 5th 

42-0 

11th 

58-6 

126*5 

26th 

36  5 

11th 

153 

36 

August 

September  ... 

0  "530 

5 

•360 

30th 

30-410 

14th 

29-363 

21st 

71-0 

7  th 

32-5 

20th 

55-5 

118-4 

11th 

29-4 

20th 

143 

58 

September 

October . 

3-180 

19 

•570 

4th 

30*560 

22nd 

29469 

25th 

68  2 

9th 

28*4 

16th 

49-0 

104-5 

4th 

24*0 

4th 

89 

40 

October 

November. ... 

2-105 

23 

*330 

28th 

30-420 

!  9th 

29-235 

16  th 

60*2 

1st 

21-5 

11th 

43-2 

87*0 

2nd 

17-5 

11th 

41 

14 

November 

December  . 

3-885 

19 

2-070 

30th 

30-264 

10th 

29-384 

28th 

55*0 

13th 

23-6 

23rd 

40-4 

• 

77*0 

27th 

19  8 

22nd 

19 

26 

December 

Totals 

29-135 

192 

Mean  for  the  Year. 

47*4 

Total 

1354 

— 

19 

W.  A.  H.  CLARRY,  Boeough  Sueveyoe. 


